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A PASSION FOR PINE: FOREST CONSERVATION
PRACTICES OF THE APATANI PEOPLE OF ARUNACHAL

PRADESH

The Apecazal anv 2 el el growp 13 e ortbeanirs Indu s of Arumachal Pradedd

whes bave doveloped 2 cultuer ssoand Rerent coneryaton thie i ustgoe smeny Hemalipes
poepdey. St clim crntrols owet il lands combane wich provsee plancations o sudetaie &
well proacied Lrosta lamdacnpe wiben thait servmoey Privse. faerdy owoed wad sunsged
plawtamuws ave primanly compiised of 1w bacally o andigrmons spwoses. Mg pam S

el Raana) amd ¢ oo e e ks b sty an e (PMlbaiachs hemduiadis]l Thew

rwo speciey are lightly priced sedd sestral 1o e tedaal codun Marsstions wvere hemd w b

it atnaly meanaged to mavt villagr nends Hewewr, muirker forces sad socisd chamge could

b Bvmtmtong the strvmg bovnls betoren i Apatam and Sew [orrain Posadide mrasaas bebind
Aornlegement of Dhest mpong Cmset v ot nm ohb o) probdenns Suaming e fot i on S iand

The best wany 10 grasp the landscape of Arvmacdal
Prachods s by helicoprer Thin Lar nont heamorn stase of
Indx, as poen fooem the air, w2 pechwork of cowening
szb-iropaal keosts viesddy being encroached by the
indigracus swidden agrodiuse kaown o fasecd
colivetion. It is & view of wweriag trees and detoe
focests extmemly secp shopes, soowe of which ave lad
hate, an occassmal chustrr of homes, and 2 wding
coad. Seusted & the castern end of the Himalayan
penge, and meide Indics sestricted inser e, tha
5 0 oogh and wild coumtry It was apely described
by Henalayan saturalest Bob Feming (1995) a "m0
trensely rumpled, precipiious sod varked wrratn

This tesaginary light croases one mose ridge and
the view seddenly chasges We coier o wide valley,
where e Pramvmed cudivarmn is seplaced by tereaced
agrxukure The serrounding fovest 1 warbeoden snd
the villages aoe nesthed smongs well kege groves of
pine and bumboo. This now view s the seeritocy of
ihe Apstani el groep B s 3 land described by
e previosn Chiel Mintier of Arsnachal Praded
M Gegong Apang, #5 an “iland of green™ i the
Arusachal lmdicape. When traveling by rond the
comtrast s Just as stark The sood winds theough the
inhabuaed and wecply doped fammecd lands. with
farmen burnig and plesting the cleared dopes i
anictpation of the coming monsoon rains. Paiches

of degraded bovats e msenpersed wak those bare
undside-prooe shopes. When the road drops s
e Aputant country things change. The fmest coves
Beve o it and urdrokes

Mich has boen writien ower the past thiny yean
sbout the wate of the Mimalsyan envoonment Early
peedictions were of impending ecological disawes
Viewing the seeply ertaced Sekds and request
ndshdes of Nepal Eckbholm (197%) wome.,
probably to ather moumain cosmtry s the bsoes
of ecologcal degradaum builling o0 mpidhy”
Floods 1n Bangladeah were annbosed 10 Hisaleyss
delorestation end rapedly eroding hilodes (Begley
el 1SE7). Ives and Messerk (399000 defined this
soemarsy a6 e heory of Mimalaysn degradation”
They then went on 0 show how hivorical evidence
and an undertanding of mosman-lorming procosses
did ot wepport the theory. By the bate 1080y
evadence win mounting (ha (he forest degradaun
rend was bepinsing 10 reverse By examinmg the
samwe bwesied aren o 1980 and 1990, Fon (993)
was able w0 documwmt an impressiae Te-growth
fooest cover. Calmour (F01) peowided 3 model ko
undentanding this reversing trend. In his srtiche
tled “A Re-Appeatsal of the Dedoreseataon Crisia” be
exanised evidence from two Satrices ia Nepal, sexd
found that as bovest resounces Became scace. sed




the time needed o gather chem knghened, vilagers’ (neerest
2 conservation ncreased. This madel prodicied expanding
deforestaion 0 3 crtical potet, sler whach tooe cover on the
lmdhcape would begin 10 incsemse. Villagen, smaponding
the shortage of critical forest resoumces would start plancng
Trees on teresce odges. in ravines acvend their homes, and on

ather harren nonagricsliunl saes (Figere 1) Faally, over

THE PEOFLE AND THE MLACE

Arunachal Pradesh: “Land of 1he Rising San”
Arenachal Pradesh o bcxed = fr nontheastern India
onth of the sste of Avars Much of & southorn border
foliows the Beahmuageses River, which fows souh theosgh
the mouncaing (rom Tibet (Pegure 2. During Botad colocsal

L) LA It [em—— ool and through stmchood in 1967
Arunschal Pradesh was kaown
' e St — g
*‘:..u..- e .—-—-:-p-. . nuq—:: Sret o the Nonbeas Terruosies,
Pow Bve o0 prinams Lot lster a the Unkm Terrmonies of
RO = Arusachal (Dearsh 1998, In 1502
N oy SMp = Inhgrnn sunagend sy ovt & | fachis and China foughe a border
A R dl =
Q.l-:u-:ﬁ a—-db::-:‘. ::;a ~.c.::.==~ war over (his speescly populsed
T I e 1 ad rogped peece of seal estate
B remoains soday almest oually
1 v Wheett = (sneememsinbon = Y laimed
S | e " SRS Teines | The Mmoo bigen, Unih
Ly v— T e peskderes of ocher ancam of Inda,
these of Arunachal have trouble

Pypurr | Acoomiboby of forew rowsstoes snd peotal popemse of vilagers

1he last twerey yrans the vacoem of the community fooestry

vemseel in fosermg the re-growth of trees in the Hemalayzs
Ris been decumenied in sumcoows

frpovts
s cose stdies (Kuchli 7997 Rechiin e ol
200
These well docemenind trends of defoors-
lation arel recovery occurred n regpons sad
under circussstances sirndlar 1o those of the
Apanand In ol instances the poople ase subs.
sistence Memers Throwghous the region trees
are vahwbie. A good porvion of & villager's
anrual incoeme can canly be obtamed by
custing sod sclleag only & few matuse trees
Theoughout the reghon Loees Wide 4 long tene
10 g Planting » Dree poquines one 1o think
of the baure, somathing thar can be hard 10
do when therr s uncertatnny sbout ooe's nexx
meal

This paper examines the commmnsd
forest comscrvation and privace plastation

practices of the Apatars poople of Aruzachal
Pradod i dhen qaesons what makes the

Apetasi  stustion diflesest. Why,  ander

e circamstances. ded other Hisalwan W0rr & Map of Indis dhorming wrial regums of Anuns il Pralos

peophes explonn 1heir baresas while the Apacan)

land 10 plars snd grow trees that would not be mature foe twe
pracoations? Frsally, what muahes them “passomats” shout the
rumam private plartsons of pise

W) ethadcally distioat sub groupings. There ace 12 languages
and 60 dudecns spobin in the st (Dusmh 1958)

Froes the tume of the Borish Rag. Arunachal has been separmed
froen the sest of the sub-continene by tight travel sestoctions
Fosenge natomals see soquised w Bave 3 spectal “mower bowe”
permii 00 cntey, and Al hough 3 sesilar nestriction spples ©
Indian cizens foom other sates, ha pestriction ia koschy




sppied. As in ocher sribal areas, the Indian Constiution
(1949) peowidies kor restricied land ownendip by natove ethaie
proupn. These Rerttatbons are in place o protect the coltuse
and eas oo of the hocal peogle
Arusached has an ares of 83745 oq b & s dounded by
Tihet om the noech, Myanmas (harma) on the east, the Indian
wae of Agsam on ity south, and Bhatan on the west. bt ot
the castern terminus of the Hisaloyan cenge. Menr, the magor
ridges and spars of the mountaing begin rusnieg nocth south.
B s also whese Bve mugor tribunasies of the Braheuapeses
River wraved the valieys south fooee their post of coign
Tt Elevations vange from appeosimately 304 meters ot the
eddge of Assam 10 gwer 6300 marers = the nonhern bosder,
Arumactal 1 a very wet placy. X teooves s sertage sarvaal
ramlall of 3305 on per year (Dwarah 1098 Mow of the
ram Conves with the anmusl mossocns, which begis in May
and rem ineo September About 60 % of 1he land 15 covered
with bwets I the kower cneshind of 1he stase mrach of the
acorsbile and coremercially vaduable focests have hoon cm
or have heen degraded by bogging end tramaficd swidden
agrculiare
The Apatani Matean

The Apanand hooneland (s seberred 50 in the Saeratine 25 both
a valley and 3 plascss The main valley is Sroad and fenile,
and has boen likened 80 the mvach langer Kathmandy Valley
of Nepal (Hatonerdor! 1962). Cormmmuonly calied the Apaani
Valley, & bes st an chevation of 1, 754 meters and o verrounded
by radges that e 1o over 1577 meters. The Apatani soital
nds inchade two ather valleys and thelr survounding
serrisory, all withis the contral pan of lower Subanun diarxt
Eas of the Valley Bes Hakhe Vilicy 2 § 829 macns
od larther (0 the cant the Talle Valley o an chevaaon of

2458 metors. Neother Hakhe nor Talle valleys sex popralased
o this time, although beth kave evidence of pust Babitation
Talle » somewhat snigqoe wihin the Himaloyss segion
The valicy s covered with wowering o growih

hembock (Tougs dwmend) and Hanslayan be (AMes specisbeln!
with » dense andersiory of varows thormy bemboo species
(Chemoncbarebasa spp ) The Arusachal S government has
Jesignaed Talle Vialley as & wiklidhe sanciusry. To the local
poople, & v = cxcnson of the can-contsolied oreslunds
that surround the main Apatan) Valiey

Compured w0 other regions of Arvetachal Posdesh. the Apmani
Valley is well sutied b verrced wetland cie codivaon. The
veliey w2 26 3q ko Seoad B expanse, drsined by the Kale
Saver and s tbatanes. Over the yean an exsemany rrigation
wpsem has boen bak %0 move wases [rom the Kale River 22
the Bekds. The land bs rich, and the sansal rice praductan o

said 20 be encegh w feed the loowl population.

The Apatani People

The 1991 Sadun conpus nepened 21,526 people belonging
w0 the Apasard tribe Like all trbal grocgs in & modern sae,
Apatazi poople can oow be Sund throughout Arenacksl
Pradosh. The Apmtani hossclands, however. ase Rentiod, and
most all uribal memsbers maioean Lamily connecrions and
e 2 homse In the Apasand Valley. The Apatani, s well
ooher “Tami” snibad grosps 20w thoughn 10 baw migraced acooss
the Hirmals aficr the dechine of the lase Neolthic civikzations
o Ching and Mosgolis Gpproienately 2000 BCE) Thew
grougs Al practice some form of the advanced wetland e
oubivation developed by those cardy civibasions (Kani
e

There are seven husonc villages wiehin the Apazasi Valley.
Exch village & an independert polimcal wait. Wilages are
compact with the individusd howses grouped by

clans. The Apstani socsl snture s enganised
sround clan membership. Clans are pasriarchad
and wmigee o & pyven vilage Male members of
exch clan commrict 3 eaxned wooden plafoen
hencran s o Dndang whach is used dor clan mectings
Clan meosbers shase religons ceremonies and
assist each other i the consiraction of howses and
gramarws. Mimorcally, eribal lows were upbeld and
villagr admnivrasn acomplished through cln
repeescritataves known x bullang The budiang would
A& Judpes 10 deode individual cases of meet
# village o mtervillage body % adudicae pobis
dispues (Kami 1993

Arnrant Laso Use avo Masacnany
Fygere 20 ) & 2 sbetch map of land uwe withan

the Apwtant Valley Roods and mugor stlements
are shown & well o peorsinest Lind o petcrn
This secon describses the everall land wse pacieras

in the Valley as well as 1wo specilic case soadies of

Fagare 3 Apstansi Valley Lend U

pewvate plartations



Village and Agraculiural haads
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pecirs of ook, wsnd S e constrainm aad Arews] - Clan lands

¢ : IF SDeX foond O NI ’ "
e 3 an array of other species wih food or medicingd wes vom and grazing landds wurrpend the valiey andd are ethey

WHen vitting the plastation. Mebu Tars knew ltle of the e,

: it clan cormred or open Lo use by 2l merebers of the
nonamber sy, whercas b Bather. who plamsed the trees village Open aicem arca are mted In s2e 308 st mide
N .. Al |’r'~)l R and e ot the Loy A'.! o prirsary foe revmderrts who ate =t (les myemider Use of 15
IV AL ‘.l|-,1.-.-;€o'v\ — l’g’;-. e ke ferents 00 clom Lands s Tty coat rolied eS¢ APCict BIT Al
Takhe Gumbo s Plamation R M W ‘“”..'” g

Wih enacing sigms - ohm teanng shull and crosshones
Iuh'u..l.‘-..ravl‘:.-.ll- amEmsns the st of whixch mdxating e clan canerthp and warning (reeriopeny {

the perady, ey 3000 rapecs, 1o ¢
paidd Sor Wi entry. Clan Lands extend
b the funbest reaches of (he Aty
rraoes They are 1radaons! urting
prownds of » 1ime when mes with bowy
andd trapw of potson sreowy peonided
et Sor the el Uledor ey, O

use of the

ML CONMITOES O €2y 2

rees on e haneds do ot eviend w0 e

lb'. o e A A vlie 1 the sl

nhea b MINE s » waiy A O e

Apatani will shoot arating i the bovew

1 ronves. Ab 2 sl their Sorests,

well 25 other oorstlands it Aranachal
g, 1o quote Beming (19951 “ernpny

""L""

Anarnes asn Cot s

e Apatant have Soweloped Sommstry

PERDOE IR At guasir unmgoe I 15
Hmalayan tepion They plant tioes on
v pvd. even ihough they Jve in
5

119 ) X R a1 2 AN " g 4 ’ ) "
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LA dor PN, WER In ancemony of hardwood and onx clan lands 10 1the ooam of 22 urested thevae of dezs bl

araboo. The hardwoods are prirmasty wpecs of cak. locally arnd crooabyeews) docked un by 2 hefiy fioe $or maere 1rescam
ans ¢ . = up by 2 Ixd !

1
alied bra the wese Demg harvesed for hoose posts and Ihe auestion 15 wity) W there and ne ooe else? be thas
A ) ° ) - » AL asecter " )
e On] ALIDE 1ime o L st vey. SO A diamctes paney section we book a1 those questions and pose sorse Poosibie
AT T ‘:.‘Ab‘l:‘n:~“.l‘ll': Wauhar 1AL e = [ Satyxr iy P p—
Oof 4.5 Oom this plantaam s oSty 2 e ond of » 4
' - - - Part of the anveer has 30 3o i thew rich agrculearal lands
potation (ipure 51 The plod vamed garatly in the denstty of & y '
¢ ' & " ’ The Apatami do sot pexcicr Jhummed sgrxcukure becasne
oveniory Leoes and it uadieritory barmboo T 20088 WY ; ‘
! TR O - A ;e they Bve 0 1ch valley tha ©» srach moee susabie for ther
3 a » » : - -‘ A - - e
ot Lonsly 1" haey MO0 POOSUN T R Iy AR 1ravey . “.‘. noed wetlund ‘_‘! ST thoe 1”' i The ressen
e il of 1he pdont il hedd 2 ) ¥ ' ' e .
. - - - ’ "' GCTsy « pos ' they 1nve there is e aese ThE rearst have hven the Y o -
mva of premese bamboo deasty s ! et ol ' :
S N adbe e TXINg P W they e Jooking for, hoving mugrated from oo svea win
W NE PISC moctings, DECaing 3 TN IMTE SITReg

b ; ) those advanced agroukaral skt had areadty developed
wIEE Sarnta ".\}I'QI'LJ!'\ o 14 4 wt x.‘. ku‘ 278 9 AT ion

- Bt that reason slone s not pood eacugh 1Srooehowt the
AN PALte gt e Rarvesiod wES I rostiiare Gecoran . .
: 4 w T2 ) Himaleyss, setland rae culivatons have ot and bursed
AONETATY NS | "o ";'» AL L AR Bl rar .
. 1 ' Mt t-_" s ) hete wins | T " 0 %
Cation. The averagt prmudd BoaseDodd uage wias extisancd .
_ § WED D lre Thinbing of COonaery ¥Mon U g ¥
2 32 et th 900 ssems o this pAd, # &5 o i
. y " e | i Apmar arrved i i My and 2l
SOIRE AN W provade SR anrvaal meed. 18owwwer, i kes a0 "
4 the agexuieral onfands Det perserved aad protocend 1he
erage of 2000 steras 10 rebankd » seaditionad Apatans hous
- x hilsides Ceratnly the lorests were easerstiad for the buarser
process th o pooe thaogh spoeoatmaaely cvery vy
. gt herer K of thewr Mie styie, Der wity st jusl towe o 1o
14 Y | i At
Peare over the newt o’ The savwer heoe could Die i their
g l..- IR s i | Ve \;.-r.gn e 2 ke wid _'_ s M.
ey They are sumrouanded by 1he Nindu 1209 thae mumdvs




The luture of the Apatannl privase lorestry planations as
wrl s the nghely comrodied can Sosests will incerasingly

depend oo whather those wes and prelesraces comtinur. At
presemat the sywicom swer Aeakdy and untatnable, planting
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